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ABSTRACT

Fifteen different vegetable protein sources found in Pakistan were evaluated for ruminal degradability characteristics
through in situ procedure using rumen fistulated Nili-Ravi buffalo steer. Samples of soybean meal, corn gluten meal
60%, maize gluten feed, guar meal, sunflower meal, rapeseed meal, rapeseed cake, canola meal, cottonseed cake,
cottonseed meal, coconut cake, coconut meal, palm kernel cake, almond cake and sesame cake were obtained from 10
different locations. Crude protein (CP) ruminal degradability was determined at 0, 3, 6, 12, 24 and 48 hours in triplicate.
Data obtained at different hours of ruminal incubation were fitted to Orskov and McDonald equation to determine
fractions a, b, degradation rate and effective degradability at 2, 5 and 8 percent. In CP degradation kinetics, fractions a, b,
and degradation rate were different (P<0.001). Effective CP degradability at different rumen passage rates (2, 5, 8 %)
was also affected (P<0.001) by the source of protein. It was concluded that at 5% rumen passage rate, coconut meal and
corn gluten meal showed least degradability and therefore can be incorporated in growing and lactating ruminant rations
for higher bypass protein value.
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INTRODUCTION

The availability of feed resources in Pakistan is
far less than the optimal needs of ruminant’s animals.
This situation is further aggravated due to inefficient
management and utilization of available feeds for animal
productivity (Walli, 2009). The common example is
protein supplementation of ruminant’s diet. However,
maximizing crude protein in the diet of ruminants
particularly for growing and early lactating animals is not
the reasonable way out because wide-ranging breakdown
of feed protein in the rumen by rumen microbes results in
inefficient use of dietary protein (Castillo et al. 2001).
During fermentation in the rumen, protein is degraded to
peptides, amino acids and finally to ammonia. In such
situations, the benefit of feeding quality protein having
balance of essential amino acids and digestibility is lost.
It is now accepted that balancing a feed based on crude
protein percent can not fully met animal’s requirement
for amino acids (Kamalak et al., 2005). Diets need to be
formulated based on rumen degradable protein and rumen
undegradable protein proportions (NRC, 2001). Reported
literature has significant differences in laboratories results
(Madsen and Hvelpund, 1994). Due to wide variation in
agronomic practices and processing technologies, each
country has to evaluate their own feed resources
(Marghazani, 1998). In Pakistan, such information on
locally available protein sources is scanty and
insufficient. It is hence, this study planned to evaluate

different degradable levels in vegetable origin protein
sources found in Pakistan.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

Fifteen different protein sources i.e., soybean
meal, corn gluten meal 60%, maize gluten feed, guar
meal, sunflower meal, rapeseed meal, rapeseed cake,
canola meal, cottonseed cake, cottonseed meal, coconut
cake, coconut meal, palm kernel cake, almond cake and
sesame cake were collected from feed mills and main
feed markets of different districts of Punjab province,
Islamabad and Karachi. Representative sample
(approximately one kg) of each test feed was collected,
labeled, ground though 2 mm screen in laboratory mill
and pooled in labeled bottles. Ten samples of each test
feed were collected from those different locations. Later,
these test feeds were chemically analyzed for dry matter,
ash, crude protein, crude fiber and ether extract according
to the standard procedures of AOAC (2000).

a) In situ procedure: In situ degradability of test feeds
was measured in an adult buffalo steer (Nili-Ravi, body
weight = 410 kg) fitted with a permanent rumen fistula.
The steer was fed a commercially prepared TMR ad
libitum (Table 1). Triplicate, 5 g samples, of each protein
source were placed in pre-weighed dacron bags (pore size
50 μm), which were then incubated in the rumen for 3, 6,
12, 24 and 48 h. The incubation of samples was done in
reverse order so that after 48 h all bags were removed
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from the rumen simultaneously. These were then washed
with water cold running tap water until the water flowing
out of the bags was with no visible color. Zero hour
degradability was determined without ruminal
incubation; the dacron bags containing sample were
rinsed with cold water in the same way as the other bags
that were removed from rumen (Woods et al., 2003;
Kamalak et al., 2005). After complete washing, the
samples were oven-dried at 60 0C for 48 h. After cooling
in a dessicator the dried bags were weighed. The residue
from each of the (sample) triplicate bags was pooled and
stored (in labeled bottles) for subsequent CP analyses.

Data obtained on CP degradability at different
hours of incubation were subjected to the following
equation (Orskov and McDonald, 1979) to find out
degradation kinetic parameters (a, b and c) and effective
degradability.

Y = a+ b (1-exp –ct)
Where, Y= Degradability of CP at time “t”; a=

quickly soluble fraction; b= potentially degradable
fraction; c= rate of degradation of fraction “b”.

The effective degradability (ED) at different
(0.02, 0.05 and 0.08) rumen passage rates was calculated
as;

ED= a+ [(bc)/ (c+k)]
Where, k= fractional passage rate

Statistical analyses: Data on ruminal degradation
kinetics (a, b and c fractions) and effective degradability
(0.02, 0.05, 0.08 kp ) of CP in the test feeds were
statistically analyzed using analysis of variance (Steel et
al., 1997), where difference among test feeds were
examined. Means were compared for significance by
applying Duncan’s multiple range test (Duncan, 1955).

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The chemical composition of the vegetable
protein sources is given in Table 2. The DM, ash, CP,
ether extract and crude fiber contents varied significantly
(P<0.001) among the test feeds.  Among the test feeds
(n= 15), CGM 60% had the maximum (P<0.05) CP
content followed by SBM while, the minimum CP
content (P<0.05) was contained in PKC. Crude fiber
contents were maximum (P<0.05) in sunflower meal
while the lowest (P<0.05) were in SBM, CGM 60% and
sesame cake respectively. Maximum fat contents
(P<0.05) were recorded in CSC and RSC whilst SBM,
CSM, SFM, CGM 60%, coconut cake and canola meal
had the lowest (P<0.05) fat contents, ranging from 0.98
to 1.56 %. Ash contents were highest (P<0.05) in almond
cake and CSC whilst lowest (P<0.05) in CGM 60%.

The obtained chemical composition of the
vegetable protein sources used falls in close range of the
values reported in the literature. Crude protein contents of
SFM, coconut meal and RSM were similar to those

reported by Woods et al. (2003); however, they reported
higher CP contents in CSM (42.14%) and SBM
(52.38%). Weisberg et al. (1996) reported similar CP
values in the case of RSM, coconut cake and PKC but
higher values for CGM (70.4%), SFM (36.5%) and CSC
(33.6%) and a lower value for RSC (33.7%).
Chumpawadee et al. (2005) reported a similar range of
CP contents in SBM and coconut meal. Mondal et al.
(2008) reported lower CP content in RSC (33.18%) but
higher CP contents in SFM (36.31%), SBM (54.81%),
CSC (29.19%), coconut cake (25.50%) and CGM 60%
(70.31%). These variations in chemical composition
particularly in CP contents of test feeds may result from
differences in agronomic practices and industrial
processing methods used in different countries.

Crude protein degradation kinetic parameters
and ED of the vegetable protein sources are given in
Table 3. All the degradation kinetics viz “a”, “b” and “c”
varied significantly (P<0.001) among the test feeds.
Quickly soluble fraction “a” was highest (P<0.05) in
sesame cake and lowest (P<0.05) in CGM 60%, coconut
meal and PKC. Fraction “b” was maximum (P<0.05) in
CGM 60%, PKC, SBM and guar meal while minimum
(P<0.05) in sesame cake and CGM 30%. Protein
degradation rate “c” was highest (P<0.05) in CSC (0.21
h-1) while lowest (P<0.05) in coconut meal, coconut cake
and CGM 60%.

When comparing the CP degradation kinetics (a,
b and c) of the test feeds used in this study with those
reported by Woods et al. (2003); in case of  SFM, values
were lower for quickly soluble fraction “a” and
degradation rate “c” while higher for potentially
degradable fraction “b”. In RSM and CSM, values (from
this study) were lower and higher for potentially
degradable fraction “b” and degradation rate “c”,
respectively. Degradation rate “c” in SBM and CGM
30% did not vary to those reported by Woods et al. As
compared to the findings of Mondal et al. (2008), results
from this study for RSC had a lower value for fraction
“a”, a similar value for fraction “b” and a higher
degradation rate “c”. In case of coconut meal, results
(from this study) were similar for quickly soluble fraction
“a”, but lower and higher values for fractions “b” and ‘c”,
respectively. Coconut cake showed higher potentially
degradable fraction “b” and lower degradation rate “c”.
In CSC and CGM 60%, values were higher in fractions
“a” and “c” but lower in fraction “b”. Sesame cake
showed lower values for fractions “a” and “b” and higher
degradation rate “c” than the findings of Mahala and
Gomma (2007).

Effective degradability of CP at 0.02, 0.05 and
0.08 rumen passage rates was varied significantly
(P<0.001) among the test feeds. Sesame cake showed
highest (P<0.05) ED of CP at all rumen passage rates
with no difference with CSC at 0.02 rumen passage rate.
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Conversely, the lowest (P<0.05) ED of CP was recorded
in coconut meal followed by CGM 60%.

In CP ED, Woods et al. (2003) reported a
similar range of values at 0.05 rumen passage rate in
SFM, RSM, SBM and coconut meal. However, in CSM
and CGM 30%, they reported higher CP ED at 0.02, 0.05
and 0.08 rumen passage rates. Kamalak et al. (2005)
reported lower ED of CP in SBM (71.1-60.40%), CSM
(60.2-50.50%), SFM (59.13-49.10%) and RSM (65.90-
56.60%) at 0.02 and 0.05 rumen passage rates. Mondal et
al. (2008) reported lower ED of CP in SFM (72.38%),
SBM (68.21%), CSC (60.33) and CGM 60% (30.94%) at
0.02 rumen passage rates and higher CP ED in coconut
cake (77.5%) at the same rumen passage rate. In this
study, sesame cake had a higher CP ED than all the other
test feeds. It had the highest quickly soluble fraction
(58.11) among the test feeds and the second highest
degradation rate (0.19 h-1) (after CSC). However, it had
similar ED of CP at 0.02, 0.05 and 0.08 rumen passage
rates to that reported in the literature (Mahala and
Gomma, 2007).

Results for the degradation kinetics and ED of
CP of the test feeds are similar as well as varied to those
values reported in the literature. These variations are due
to many factors, including potential differences between
laboratories. Agronomic practices and processing
technologies have profound influences on CP degradation
rate, quickly soluble and potentially degradable fractions.
Feeds nature, fiber contents and adulterations would also
contribute to differences in results. Difference in the use
of small or large ruminants and their breeds, species, age,
sex and their feeding during in situ study are other factors
that would contribute to variations in reported results.
Further, laboratory analyses, mathematical approach and

interpretation of data in different studies can cause
significant differences in results (Stern and Satter, 1984;
AFRC, 1987; Nocek, 1988, Wadwa et al., 1998).

It is concluded that studied vegetable protein
sources showed more than 50 % ruminal degradability at
5% rumen passage rate except coconut meal and corn
gluten meal 60%. Hence, these protein sources can be
incorporated in growing and lactating ruminant rations to
obtain maximum bypass protein value.

Table 1. Composition of total mixed ration fed to Nili-
Ravi buffalo steer during in situ experiment

Ingredients Inclusion %
Wheat straw 50
Wheat bran 15
Rice polishing 6
Molasses 8
Corn gluten meal 60% 5
Sunflower meal 2
Cottonseed cake 2
Rapeseed cake 5
Soybean meal 5
*Mineral mixture 1.9
Vitamins 0.1
Total 100
M.E Mcal/kg 2.1
C.P % 11.92
ME Mcal/kg= Metabolizable energy mega calories per kilogram
; C.P= crude protein
*Mineral mixture composition (per kilogram): Dicalcium
phosphate 708g; Sodium choloride 189g; Magnassium sulphate
86.0g; Ferous sulphate 8.9g; Manganese sulphate 4.9g; Zinc
sulphate 3.2g; Copper sulphate 0.3g; Potassium iodide 0.087mg
and Cobalt chloride 0.0089mg ; Sodium selenate 0.015mg.

Table 2. Chemical composition of vegetable protein sources

Means with different superscripts within same column are significantly different (P<0.05).
DM= dry matter; CP= crude protein; EE= ether extract; CF= crude fiber; CGM= corn gluten meal

Feeds DM
Ash CP EE CF

(as percent in DM)
Soybean meal 94.08 ±0.58de 8.56 ±0.46b 46.81 ±0.49b 0.98 ±0.12d 1.16 ±0.13i

CGM 60 % 93.25 ±0.52e 1.45 ±0.24f 61.68 ±0.37a 5.69 ±0.20c 1.71 ±0.24i

CGM 30% 94.34 ±0.56cde 8.18 ±0.60b 26.18 ±0.57g 1.23 ±0.21d 5.58 ±0.38h

Guar meal 97.21 ±0.44a 5.83 ±0.64b 42.24 ±0.65c 5.51 ±0.37c 10.14 ±0.99dc

Sunflower meal 94.56 ±0.6cde 6.16 ±0.54e 30.73 ±0.58f 1.48 ±0.14d 25.53 ±0.76a

Rapeseed meal 96.91 ±0.45ab 8.67 ±0.80b 38.17 ±0.59e 1.69 ±0.19d 9.02 ±0.60ef

Rapeseed cake 94.62 ±0.52cde 6.14 ±0.61e 36.74 ±0.45e 8.50  ±0.55a 10.1 ±0.65def

Canola meal 93.89 ±0.58e 6.46 ±0.54d 38.17 ±0.54e 1.05  ±0.11d 11.4  ±0.51cd

Cottonseed cake 94.79 ±0.41cde 4.87 ±0.43ef 23.76 ±0.49h 8.70  ±0.44a 21.80 ±0.85b

Cotton seed meal 95.73 ±0.40abc 5.80 ±0.38e 40.54 ±0.46d 1.13  ±0.09d 8.43 ±0.33fg

Coconut cake 94.00 ±0.52de 6.35 ±0.23cd 20.57 ±0.31j 8.05 ±0.33ab 12.61 ±0.38c

Coconut meal 95.60 ±0.41bcd 8.81 ±0.56b 22.08 ±0.28i 1.56  ±0.22d 9.56   ±0.48ef

Palm kernel cake 75.95 ±0.74g 4.23 ±0.33e 17.08 ±0.45k 7.91 ±0.21ab 12.64 ±0.52c

Almond cake 93.83 ±0.46e 21.71±0.74a 41.25 ±0.62cd 5.74 ±0.46c 7.04   ±0.39gh

Sesame cake 91.79 ±0.38f 7.81 ±0.37bc 37.84 ±0.53e 7.35 ±0.34b 3.97   ±0.30i

Significance level P<0.001 P<0.001 P<0.001 P<0.001 P<0.001
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Table 3. In situ crude protein degradation kinetics and effective degradability of vegetable protein sources at
different rumen passage rates

Means with different superscripts within same column are significantly different (P<0.05).
NS= non significant (P>0.05); Sig.= significance level; ***= (P<0.001);  a= quickly soluble fraction; b= potentially degradable
fraction by rumen microbes; c= degradation rate of fraction b; k= rumen passage rate

Acknowledgement: The Financial support of Higher
Education Commission of Pakistan for this study through
“Protein Degradability Project” department of Food and
Nutrition, UVAS, Lahore is highly acknowledged.

REFERENCES

AFRC. (1987). Agriculture and Food Research Council,
Characterization of feedstuff: Nitrogen. Nutr.
Abstracts and Reviews, Series B: Livestock
Feeds and Feeding. 57: 713-736.

AOAC. (2000). Association of official analytical
chemists. Official methods of analysis, 17th ed.,
Washington, DC, USA.

Castillo, A.R., E. Kebreab, D.E. Beever, J.H. Barbi, J.D.
Sutton, H.C. Kirby and J. France (2001). The
effect of protein supplementation on nitrogen
utilization in lactating dairy cows fed grass
silage diets. J. Anim. Sci. 79: 247–253.

Chumpawadee, S., K. Sommart, T. Vongpralub and V.
Pattarajinda (2005). In sacco degradation
characteristics of protein feed resources in
Brahman-Thai native steers. Walailak J. Sci
Technol. 2 (2): 219-229.

Cottrill, B.R and P.J. Evans (1984). Estimation of protein
degradability: A standard method for in sacco
measurement of nitrogen measurement of
nitrogen disappearance from dacron bags
suspended in the rumen. Recommendation of the

Inter-departmental protein working party of
Agric. Research Council, U. K.

Duncan, D.B. (1955). Multiple Range and Multiple F
Tests. Biometrics. 11:1-42.

Kamalak, A., O. Canbolat, Y. Gurbuz and O, Ozay
(2005). In situ dry matter and crude protein
degradability of plant and animal derived protein
sources in Southern Turkey. Small Ruminants
Res., 58: 135-141.

Mahala, A.G and A. S. Gomaa (2007). Effect of heat
treatment on sesame cake protein degradation.
Res. J. Anim. Vet. Sci. 2: 39-42.

Madsen, J.Y. and T. Hvelpund (1994). Prediction of in
situ protein degradability in the rumen. Results
of a European invest. Livest.  Prod. Sci. 39,
201–212.

Marghazani, I.B. (1998). Nitrogen retention and nutrients
digestibility in sheep given a basal diet of
sorghum hay supplemented with protein of
varying degradability. Thesis, M.Sc (Hons.).
Department of Animal Nutrition, Faculty of
Animal Husbandry and Veterinary Sciences,
N.W.F.P Agric. Univ. Peshawar.

Mondal, G.T. K. Walli and A.K. Patra (2008). In vitro
and in sacco ruminal protein degradability of
common Indian feed ingredients. Livestock Res.
Rural Dev., 20 (4): 1-11.

Nocek, J.E (1988). In situ and other methods to estimate
ruminal protein and energy digestibility: a
review. J. Dairy Sci. 71: 2051-2069.

Particulars
Crude Protein degradation kinetics Effective degradability

(%)
a (%) b (%) c (h-1) k= 0.02 k=0.05 k=0.08

SBM 16.45± 0.93h 71.77± 1.67abc 0.1776±0.15bc 80.51± 0.78ef 71.72± 0.59e 65.60± 1.05e

CGM 60% 5.90±  1.09j 76.68± 3.33a 0.0724±0.01ef 65.26± 1.18i 50.35 ± 0.29i 41.47± 0.31h

MGF 43.37± 2.29b 39.76± 2.79g 0.1419±0.01d 78.12± 1.48f 72.59 ± 1.36e 68.60± 1.37de

Guar meal 22.74± 1.69g 72.54± 1.57ab 0.1523±0.01cd 86.82± 0.75c 77.26 ± 0.96d 70.20± 1.11d

SFM 27.08± 1.35def 68.61± 1.10bc 0.1686±0.01bcd 88.37± 0.46bc 79.92± 0.61c 73.52± 0.73c

RSM 25.32± 1.26defg 52.48± 1.06e 0.1741±0.01bc 72.08± 1.04h 65.54 ± 1.16g 60.64± 1.22f

RSC 32.21± 1.42c 56.02± 1.61e 0.1511±0.01cd 82.63± 0.56de 75.20± 0.69d 69.74± 0.80d

Canola meal 23.99± 0.78efg 68.23± 1.02bc 0.0934±0.00e 79.99 ± 0.79f 68.19± 0.94f 60.50± 1.01f

CSC 29.26± 1.84d 66.99± 1.80cd 0.2149±0.01a 90.36± 0.69ab 83.25± 1.04b 77.63± 1.30b

CSM 35.04 ± 1.26c 45.23± 1.00f 0.1758±0.01bc 75.56± 0.37g 70.11± 0.40ef 65.97± 0.45e

Coconut cake 23.31± 0.80fg 62.02± 1.00d 0.0729±0.00ef 71.57± 0.83h 59.62± 1.25h 52.46 ± 1.34g

Coconut meal 12.02± 0.53i 62.78± 0.68d 0.0569±0.00f 58.12± 0.51j 45.11±  0.76j 37.87± 0.78i

P.K. cake 14.58± 1.00hi 75.01± 0.83a 0.0861±0.00e 75.19± 0.92g 61.73±  1.27h 53.19± 1.37g

Almond cake 27.63± 1.12de 62.76± 1.48d 0.1664±0.01bcd 83.55 ± 0.78d 75.72±  0.89d 69.83± 0.99d

Sesame cake 58.11± 2.02a 38.26±2.15g 0.1865±0.02b 92.37±  0.55a 87.77 ± 0.89a 84.29± 1.15a

Significance *** *** *** *** *** ***



Marghazani et al., J. Anim. Plant Sci. 23(6):2013

1582

NRC. (2001). Nutrient Requirements of Dairy Cattle. 7th

rev. ed. National Academy of Science, National
Research Council, Washington, DC, USA.

Orskov, E.R. and I. McDonald (1979). The estimation of
protein degradability in the rumen from
incubation measurements weighed according to
rate of passage. J. agricult. Sci. 92: 499-503.

Steel, R.G.D, J.H. Torrie and D.A. Dickey (1997).
Principles and procedures of statistics. A
biochemical approach (3rd ed.) McGraw Hill
Book Co.Inc., New York, USA.

Stern, M.D and L. D. Satter (1984). Evaluation of
nitrogen solubility and the Dacron bag technique
as methods for estimating protein degradation in
the rumen. J. Anim. Sci. 58(3): 714-723.

Susmel P, C.R. Millis CR, M. Colitti M, B. Stefanon B.
(1993). In vitro solubility and degradability of
nitrogen in concentrate ruminants feed. Anim.
Feed Sci. Technol. 42: 1-13.

Wadwa, M., P. Dharum, P. Kataria, M. P. S. Bakshi
(1998). Effect of particle size of corn grains on
the release of nutrients and in sacco
degradability. Anim. Feed Sci. Technol. 72: 11–
17.

Walli, T.K. (2009). Densified TMR - an efficient way of
using limited feed resources for bovine feeding
in tropics. Pakistan J. Zool. Suppl.  9: 727-734.

Weisbjerg, M. R, T. Hvelplund, S. Hellberg, S. Olsson
and S. Sanne (1996). Effective rumen
degradability and intestinal digestibility of
individual amino acids in different concentrates
determined in situ. Anim. Feed Sci. Technol. 62:
179-188.

Woods, V.B., F.P. O’Mara and A.P. Moloney (2003).
The nutritive value of concentrate feeding stuff
for ruminant animals. Part 1. In situ rumen
degradability of dry matter and organic matter.
Anim. Feed Sci. Technol., 110: 11-130.


